Just learned that the quietly brilliant Heather Miller is retiring from SUNY Albany this February 29 and the Charleston Conference for which she has been a Director for over 25 years! Heather's husband Norton died in November and she is moving to New Hampshire where she and Norton had planned to retire. She says that she has to clear out and remodel her current house of 29 years (can't imagine!) and learn how to live as a retired person. Heather's son Andrew (a veterinary pathologist) and his wife Allison (an equine veterinarian), and Natalie (their nine-monthold happy, agreeable baby, pictures upcoming in a future ATG!) live in Southborough, Massachusetts. The other morning Heather's staff presented her with a beautiful handmade quilt and cross-stitched card. (Heather says she does enough of that sort of thing to understand the magnitude of the commitment of time and effort that these gifts represent.) Y'all, this news brought tears to my eyes! Heather says her email address will remain in effect after she retires, one of the perks of emerita faculty status, so she will not be out of touch. We certainly hope not! 
Dear Editor:
Just a short letter to thank you for your continued excellence in your publication, Against the Grain which I read faithfully.
Second, I write to let you know that I have just been elected an officer of the William Morris Society in the U.S. My position is vice president for public relations and membership, and I would be thankful if you would point your many readers to our Webpage www.morrissociety.org.
Finally, I write to say how much I enjoyed and agreed with the Op Ed article by S. David Mash, "The Death of the Bookless Library," which appeared in the December 2011-January 2012 issue of ATG. I recall a meeting I had at least 15 years ago with a colleague at Blackwells who was telling me the wonders of his then new, and most up-to-date e-reader. To quote him: "Jack, it is just wonderful. On this little machine I can read any of 10,000 books while I am on vacation in Mexico." To which I replied: "That's just great, but I take along about five paperbacks on my vacation, and that's about all I can read at once!" All the best, Jack Walsdorf <jackjuno@teleport.com> 
